OVING PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Extraordinary meeting held on Thursday 26th April 2018 in Oving Jubilee Hall.
Present: Cllr. S. Schuyleman (Chairman), Cllr. L. Smith, Cllr. M. Wright, Cllr D Marston, Cllr. F. van de Wetering de Rooy,
Cllr. P. Guest, Cllr. R. Hague, Cllr. A. Wilkinson, County Cllr. S Oakley and Miss R Palmer (Clerk). Two members of the
public were present.
1 Apologies for absence:

Action

There were no absentees. The meeting started at 7.14pm.
2 Code of Conduct - Declarations of Interest
Cllr. Marston declared an interest to quote for repairs to some playground equipment in the recreation
ground.
3 Issues raised by members of the public for discussion with Council Members (up to 15 minutes).
There were none.
4 Urgent items (not on the Agenda but to be discussed at the discretion of the Chairman, noted or included
on a future Agenda).
There were none.
5 To discuss and agree proposed traffic calming measures within the Parish before submitting to West
Sussex Highways.
Cllr. Schuyleman (SS) invited Paul Kopacek (PK) to join the discussion as a member of the Traffic Calming
Action Group, who had also been present at the meetings with West Sussex Highways. SS reminded
Councillors that the discussions commenced with a meeting with Chris Dye and Mike Dare some months
ago and advised that both had seemed receptive and supportive of OPC’s proposals in that early meeting
however subsequent meetings had proved more challenging. SS advised that West Sussex Highways now
considered the majority of OPC’s original proposals unacceptable, citing the need to maintain the rural
setting of the area as the main reason. However, as OPC is paying for most of the equipment it would be
appropriate to apply. The main objection is the installation of solar powered VAS, one each in Oving and
Merston. A formal application might force West Sussex Highways to reconsider their position. SS informed
Councillors that the one measure that Highways did support was to install white gates at both ends of the
villages of Merston and Oving. However, these would be without slow signs on red tarmac as originally
planned, but could now include 30mph roundels between the gates. PK advised that West Sussex Highways
said that they considered there was already too much red tarmac in the County and that their intention is
to let existing red tarmac erode without repainting. Both SS and PK advised of the importance of the
location of any VASs as they would have to be accessible for engineers to carry out maintenance work, to
park and work safely. Any application that put workers at risk would be deemed inappropriate. Ironically,
Maintenance Contracts have already been provided. Cllr. Smith raised a concern about the fading white
lines along Marsh Lane approaching Merston from the west and asked if their repair could be added to any
applications for calming measures in the Parish. It was agreed that the repair of white lines in Marsh Lane
would be included into any traffic calming applications sent. County Cllr. Oakley (SO) suggested that OPC
SS
should complete an application for each individual calming measure rather than one application for all. SO SS
advised Councillors that OPC would need to obtain a licence for the installation of white gates. SO
suggested that OPC should cite the existing VAS in Oving on the application form. LS suggested that the
application forms should be very clear that OPC are self-funding. Proposed by Cllr. Wright and seconded by
Cllr. Hague, it was unanimously agreed to send in all the revised application documents for traffic calming
measures to include VAS, white gates and roundels as appropriate to West Sussex Highways as soon as
possible.
SS
6 To discuss and agree a proposed bus shelter location in the village of Oving.
Cllr. Hague (RH) advised that the Jubilee Hall Management Committee support the proposed new location
for the bus shelter at the entrance to Oving Jubilee Hall and have asked to be consulted on the design of the
shelter, also advising that they may wish to advertise on the back of the shelter. RH suggested that OPC
should consider obtaining signage to be placed near the bus shelter ‘Slow – children crossing’. RH advised
that he had put posters around the Parish to advise residents of the intention to move the bus stop to the
new location. RH advised that OPC should now apply for the bus stop to be moved. Proposed by Cllr.
RH/
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Wright and seconded by Cllr. Smith, the Council voted unanimously for RH and OPC to proceed.

Clerk

7 To discuss the progress of the improvements to the recreation ground.
Cllr. Marston (DM) confirmed that a deposit had been paid to Playdale for the new playground equipment
and that works are expected to commence shortly. DM advised that there are various repairs required to
the existing equipment to include the goal posts and nets, the basketball net, the need for rubbers stops on
the play area gates and rubber matting under the swings. DM suggested that his Company would be able to
complete the repairs and purchases on behalf of OPC for £605.00 plus VAT. Proposed by Cllr. Wilkinson and
seconded by Cllr. Hague, the Council voted unanimously to approve the expenditure and for DM to
proceed. The Clerk was asked to check if it was acceptable for a Councillor to undertake work for the
Clerk
Council before the works are carried out.
8 Date of Next meeting
The next Oving Parish Council Full meeting will be the Annual Parish Meeting followed by the Parish Council
AGM– Thursday 17th May 2018 starting at 7pm
Planning Committee Meeting - Thursday 24th May 2018 (if required) starting at 6.45pm.
The meeting closed at 9.15pm.
Signed:

Date:
Chairman
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