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OVING PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of meeting held on Thursday 14th September 2017 in Oving Jubilee Hall. 

Present: Chairman Cllr. S. Schuyleman, Cllr. L. Smith, Cllr. M. Wright, Cllr. D. Marston, Cllr. F. van der Wetering de Rooy, 
Cllr. P. Guest and Miss R. Palmer (Clerk).  District Cllr. C. Page and County Cllr. S. Oakley.  There were no members of the 
public present.   

1 Apologies for absence Action 

 The meeting started at 6.53pm.  Apologies were received from Cllr. A Wilkinson.  This apology was 
accepted.  The resignation of of Cllr. J. Firlotte was noted.  The Clerk was asked to send letters to both Cllr. J 
Firlotte and Cllr. P. Southern to express the thanks of OPC for all their hard work. 

 
Clerk 

2 Code of Conduct - Declarations of Interest  

There were none.  

3 Issues raised by members of the public for discussion with Council Members   15 mins, 3 mins each  

There were none raised.  

4 Report from County Councillor and District Councillor  

County Cllr. Oakley (SO) asked the Chairman to consider the junction of Church Lane to Woodhorn Lane 

(down to Sandpit Cottages) for an operation watershed grant.  SO advised that this had flooded in 2012, 

2013 & 2014 due to ditches silting up.  SO advised that some work has been done but that more work is 

needed, perhaps by the landowners, to prevent this happening again. The Chairman noted these comments 

and said this would be considered after the current application for Colworth Lane had been considered.  

SO advised that vegetation along the twitten between Woodpecker Nursery and Marlpit Lane had been cut 

back but this required further work.  The chairman advised that OPC had approached Rod Hague (the 

tenant of the land) to assist.  SO advised that footpath 200 by Bridge Cottages on Colworth Lane was also in 

need of some clearance work.  The Chairman advised that Cllr. van der Wetering de Rooy had, as part of the 

Parish Plan, already started working with landowners and West Sussex Highways to manage these 

problems. SO advised that Southern Water had proposed a new foul water sewer from West of Chichester 

to the Tangmere works. It was noted that the sewer for Shopwyke Lakes will also go into the Tangmere 

works.  SO advised that WS Highways are in the process of speaking to potential contractors for a new 

maintenance contract to start on 1st July 2018.  The specification, which requires a saving of £2million is 

expected to be finalised in Jan 2018 when the tender will go out to potential contractors.  SO informed the 

Councillors that the Colworth Lane passing places are waiting on the S278 application from Hall Hunter 

Partnership to be signed for WSCC to do the works to an agreed specification.  Cllr Oakley left the meeting 

at 7.25pm. 

District Cllr. Page (CP) advised that BuildABetter A27 was formed of WSCC, CDC and a facilitator with the 

objective to find a method to come to an agreement as to the way ahead for improvements to the A27.  

Once the principles are agreed, a traffic consultant will then try to find a compromise to submit.  CP 

informed the Councillors that BuildABetter A27 have met three times and were under the impression that 

there were no time constraints as the money had been withdrawn however on 7th July Highways England 

met with WSCC and CDC and advised them that money would be available if the Community would accept 

one of the options previously rejected if this was decided by the end of September 2017. Highways, 

however, advised that there was insufficient money for the Northern bypass option.  Tony Dignum, the 

leader of CDC, then put forward a scheme that he thought may be accepted, amended option 2, and asked 

his Councillors to vote.  Most Councillors were in favour and the proposal was submitted.  Four Councillors 

objected and wrote to all the other Councillors that they did not like the way that the process was handled.  

This letter was then leaked and published in The Observer newspaper.  CP advised that Gillian Keegan has 

asked Highways and the Minister for Transport for an extension of time.  The outcome will be discussed at 

the next meeting of BuildABetter A27 is scheduled for 25th September.   

CP advised that part of the Southern Gateway proposal is to improve the Basin Road area moving many 

existing large operations such as the bus station and the law courts and replacing them with shops and 
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businesses.  A new proposal is to ‘bridge’ the railway line with two bridges, one vehicular and one 

pedestrian.  A couple of architects have proposed that the vehicular bridge should be steeper ramped 

which would be less of an eyesore.  Cllr. Smith said that this information from CDC is very useful as it affects 

the road network and the decision that we make and especially the decisions of the planning committee.   

5 Urgent Matters to be discussed at the discretion of the Chairman or for noting and inclusion on a future 
agenda.  
To recruit two Councillors.  The Clerk advised the Council of the procedure and confirmed that the ‘Vacancy 
for a Councillor’ notice had been sent to CDC.  In preparation of the need to interview candidates, Cllr. 
Wright, Cllr. Wilkinson and Cllr. Marston agreed to form the interview panel.  This was proposed by Cllr. van 
der Wettering de Rooy and seconded by Cllr. Smith and agreed by all.  The Chairman advised that two 
parishioners had already asked to be considered as Councillors.  

 

6 Approval of minutes and review of actions.    

 a) The minutes of the Full Parish Council meeting held on 16th March 2017 were unanimously 
approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.  All actions have been carried out.  

b) The minutes of the Full Parish Council meeting held on 20th July 2017 were unanimously approved 
and signed by the Chairman as a true record.  All actions have been carried out.  

 

7 Reports and recommendations from working parties and other organisations:    

 a) Oving Youth Club – Cllr. Smith (LS) advised that the defendant charged with misappropriation of 

funds had pleaded guilty and is due to be sentenced on 25th September 2017.  Community warden 

Gareth Jones has agreed to attend.  LS advised that OYC has increased the number of children 

attending to 17.  LS informed the Council that due to health and safety concerns crossing the road, 

the children are unable to make use of the recreation ground and asked if the Council would 

consider a donation to OYC to purchase a table tennis table and a second recreational item as OYC 

does not have funds to do this.  Cllr. Wright proposed and Cllr. van der Wetering de Rooy seconded 

a donation of up to £250.  All agreed. 

b) Oving Jubilee Hall – Cllr. Wright (MW) advised that Nick Brown has now joined Simon Godfrey as 

joint caretaker of the hall.  MW informed the Council that Anthony Eastwood is chairing a 

subcommittee to review the hall’s pricing structure to ensure that it is competitive.  MW also 

advised that the hall is looking at quotes to cut the hedges and to pollard some trees surrounding 

the hall.    

c) Website Working Group and ongoing informal work by Mr Paul Southern.  Mr J Sealy did not attend 

the meeting as requested.  The Clerk was asked to contact Mr Sealy to ask if he still wishes to be the 

webmaster.  Cllr. Marston (DM) will investigate alternative webmasters if Mr Sealy stands down.  

The Clerk advised that Sophie Martins (previous webmaster) has offered to give her more website 

tuition should this be required.  Cllr. Wright (MW) will contact Ms Martins to release the hosting of 

the site to OPC and to discuss further training. 

d) LOLA & A27 – The chairman read the response, from Andrew Frost (CDC Head of Planning Services), 

to OPC’s letter requesting an extension of the deferral period for planning permission application to 

keep the Oving Traffic Lights open.  Mr Frost’s response concluded “With the Secretary of State’s 

withdrawal of the proposed funding, the situation and timetable with regard to the A27 bypass 

improvements remains unclear at this stage.  In light of this, it seems sensible that we review the 

position at the end of the year and then consider whether it is appropriate to report the application 

back to the Planning Committee in January 2018 in accordance with the resolution or whether the 

matter is held in abeyance for longer.”  The chairman advised that he did not have anything to add 

to District Cllr. Page’s update on BuildABetter A27.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
DM 
 
 
MW 

8 To agree an action plan from the Parish Plan and identify responsibilities for the priority actions.  

 Cllr. Wright (MW) presented her work to date on prioritising the actions from the Parish Plan with a 
spreadsheet and supporting graphs.  MW advised that there was very little work left to do to complete this 
task.  The Council discussed a number of the actions, particularly those that would need funding from the 

 
 
Clerk 
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reserves that had been accumulated. Due to time constraints, it was clear that these could not be resolved 
or agreed at this meeting. The Chairman asked the Clerk to organise an extraordinary meeting, to be 
attended by all Councillors, to allocate actions from the plan, to co-opt parishioners to form working groups 
to implement those actions and to allocate money to each as necessary. Councillors unanimously agreed 
and all were asked to study the documents prepared by MW who would send these out electronically. 
Cllr. Smith (LS) reported that a Parish Minibus is not a viable option now.  LS investigated assorted options 
including purchase, lease-hire and Sammy minibuses but advised that it would need to be in use for 80% of 
the time to be financially viable. LS suggested that lobbying for better bus services in the Parish would be a 
better use of time at present.  The Chairman suggested that although a minibus may not be currently viable, 
with an aging population, the situation may be different in a few years’ time and should therefore be 
periodically reviewed.    

 
 
 
 
MW & 
All 

9 Discuss proposal to write letter to exclude Shopwyke Lakes development from Oving Parish  

 The Chairman reported that a resident in the Parish suggested that it is inappropriate for OPC to be 
expected to look after all residents in the Shopwyke area due to the increase in population because of the 
Shopwyke Lakes development and other future proposed developments.  A proposed change to the Parish 
Boundary was debated at length and it was unanimously agreed to write to Chichester District Council to 
ask for this to be done.  The motion was proposed by Cllr. Smith proposed and seconded by Cllr. Marston.  
The Chairman asked the Clerk to write to Chichester District Council. 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

10 Noting of correspondence received since 14th July 2017  

 Due to the lack of time, the noting of correspondence was deferred to the next OPC Full Council meeting to 
be held on 16th November 2017.   

 

11 Finance:  

 a) To consider the budget control statement.   

The budget control statement was considered and approved. 

b) To review the bank accounts and reconciliation of balances. 
The bank accounts and reconciliation of balances were considered and approved. 

c) To approve the schedule of payments. 

The schedule of payments, totalling £1067.10, was considered and approved. 

d) To approve proposed Internal Audit procedures for 2017/18.   

The Clerk advised the Council of a letter received from Mark Mulberry & Co (Internal auditors) 

suggesting ongoing internal audit arrangements to include a mid-year face-to-face review of OPC’s 

finances, the financial regulations, standing orders, policies and risk assessments. The Clerk noted 

that this was worthwhile because of the considerable problems in preparing last year’s accounts. It 

was proposed by Cllr. Wright and seconded by Cllr. van der Wettering de Rooy, and unanimously 

agreed to continue with Mark Mulberry and Co as internal auditor, including a mid-year review for 

one year and then to review ongoing requirements.   The Chairman asked the Clerk to book the 

mid-year audit with Mark Mulberry & Co. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

12 Planning:  

 a) To note the Minutes of the Planning meeting held on 7th September 2017. 

The noting of the minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 7th September 2017 was deferred to the 

next planning meeting to be held on 12th October 2017 as they had not been distributed prior to the 

meeting.    

b) Planning applications and decisions received since 7th September 2017. 

O/17/02141/FUL - Case Officer: - Paul Hunt - Other Dev - Change of Use 

Mr Robert Shala, Chichester Garden Centre A259 Eastbound Merston Oving 

Continuation of the use of part of car park for hand car wash with installation of double canopy, 

wash screens, 2 no. containers (for office/rest room and secure storage) and fences. 

O.S. Grid Ref. 489012/103838 

To view the application use the following link; https://publicaccess.chichester.gov.uk/online-

applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=OTAJ6AERIM500 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://publicaccess.chichester.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=OTAJ6AERIM500
https://publicaccess.chichester.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=OTAJ6AERIM500
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SUPPORT without comments. 

c) To note  the proposed large housing developments within the parish included in the Chichester 

Local Plan Review 2034 and agree comments and actions.  Item included in error as had previously 

been noted. 

Clerk 
 
 

 The next Planning Committee Meeting is confirmed as Thursday 12th October 2017.   
The next OPC meeting is confirmed as Thursday 16th November 2017. This is the last meeting of the Council 
this year and the Clerk had distributed a draft of the proposed dates for meetings in 2018. All councillors 
were asked to review these and comment such that they can be agreed at the next meeting. 
All meetings start at 6.45pm. 

 
 
 
All 

The meeting closed at 9.45pm. 

Signed:  Date:   

 Chairman 


