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OVING PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of meeting held on Thursday 15th September 2016 in Oving Jubilee Hall. 

 

Present: Chairman Cllr S Schuyleman, Cllr L Smith, Cllr P Southern, , Cllr M Wright. Cllr D Marston, Cllr A Wilkinson, Cllr F 
Van de Wetering de Rooy, L Beaton (Retiring Clerk) and R Palmer (New Clerk).   No members of the public were present.  

1 Apologies for absence Action 

 The meeting started at 18:50. Apologies were received from Cllr Firlotte, Cllr Jarvis, Cllr Guest. Councillors 
recorded their best wishes to Cllr Jarvis and Cllr Guest, who were indisposed. 

 

2 Code of Conduct - Declarations of Interest  

Cllr Smith declared an interest in item 10c.  

3 Issues raised by members of the public for discussion with Council Members     

A complaint had been received about increasing amounts of litter by the bus stop at the top of Marsh 
Lane. Neighbouring residents have been clearing it but suggested the time had come to install a litter bin 
and arrange regular emptying. They had approached CDC who had explained that this would be a parish 
council matter.  The Clerk to inform the complainant that the Council was aware of the situation and 
would consider a litter bin as part of the improvements currently being discussed arising from the Parish 
Plan.  

 
 
 
 
Clerk  

4 Report from County / District Councillors  

a) Cllr Oakley reported that the Local Government Boundary Commission for England was conducting a 
consultation re numbers of county councillors. This was noted.  
b) With respect to sewerage arrangements for the Shopwyke Lakes development, the plan now is to lay a 
pipe to the existing Hearn Close, Tangmere pumping sub-station before the 198th house is built, but 
eventually it will go to Tangmere WWTP when there are 398 houses.  
c) Two oak trees to the south of Shopwyke Lakes have to be felled to make room for this pipe and Cllr 
Oakley had referred this to WSCC as it was contrary to the planning condition and developer promises to 
retain the hedgerows but so far WSCC had refused to take action. Councillors expressed concern that this 
is the “thin edge of the wedge” and asked that the situation be monitored and taken up again with WSCC 
as appropriate.  
d) A temporary 30 mph speed restriction is being introduced along Shopwyke Road for the next 7 
months, after which it will become permanent.  
e) The WSCC Environment Committee voted on the response to Highways England on the A27 By Pass 
proposals. These should highlight the concerns and risks of the options rather than support any of them 
and to recommend HE re-examine the Northern options.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

5 Urgent Matters to be discussed at the discretion of the Chairman or for noting and inclusion on a 
future agenda.  

 

 The Chairman reported that a petition from Merston with 39 signatures by residents complaining about 
the volume and speed of traffic on Marsh Lane - a known “rat-run”. The petition had been delivered to 
WSCC. They have now been informed that the Parish Council’s consent to the petition was required. They 
were proposing a 20 mph speed limit and traffic calming measures. Cllr Wright proposed and Cllr Van de 
Wetering de Rooy seconded that the Council support it and this was approved.  

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

6 Approval of minutes and review of actions.    

 a) Council meeting held on 14th  July 2016 and extraordinary meeting held on 21st July 2016: Cllr 
Wilkinson proposed and Cllr Smith seconded that the minutes of the meetings on  14th and 21st July be 
approved.  Agreed and signed by the Chairman as a true record.  
Cllr Wright was asked to check the defibrillator situation had been resolved and to ensure the Council’s 
financial contribution was understood by the committee.  
The Chairman reported that ownership of Mercedes Benz garage had changed to Marshalls. The 
Managing Director had promised that as soon as financial approval was given construction of the new car 
park on the “Daffodil Field” would be implemented. Parking in this area continues to be a problem with a 
car transporter regularly blocking the road. It was agreed that the Clerk send a polite letter to the MD 
Daniel Stone by registered mail reminding them of the need to keep the road clear to avoid accidents. 

 
 
 
 
MW 
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b) The minutes of the Planning Committee held on 8th September 2016 were noted. 9 applications had 
been considered, of which 4 were major. The Council had objected to the application for 100 houses 
south of Oving Road owing to the fact that it is outside the Local Plan, traffic had been under-estimated 
and lack of provision for sewerage plans. Objections had been raised to an application for student 
accommodation owing to loss of privacy, inadequate parking and potential for noise late at night in close 
proximity to adjacent housing. No comments were raised on the Phase 2 Glenmore Business Park or the 
Kives Farm application for polytunnels by the Hall Hunter Partnership.  

7 Reports and recommendations from working parties and other organisations:    

 a) Oving Jubilee Hall:  Cllr Wright reported that a meeting was to be held early next week.   
b) Oving Youth Club: Cllr Smith reported that Lloyds Bank had repaid the full amount outstanding with a 
small amount of compensation but were being slow to take further legal action. 
c) Oving Parish Plan:  The Chairman reported that the team had compiled the results of the 
questionnaire. New members have joined the Plan Team which is meeting monthly. Actions are emerging 
but it was too early to report conclusions. It was noted that the Parish Plan results show residents in 
Merston, Drayton, Colworth and Shopwyke feel they will not benefit from the main project. The target 
for completion was the end of the year, but it is unlikely that this will be met. An application had been 
submitted to Chichester DC for a New Homes Bonus grant of approx. £2K towards the cost of producing 
the Parish Plan.   
d) LOLA Planning Application:  The CDC planning committee had approved the application but it had to 
be referred to the Secretary of State for Transport (S/ST) for a final decision because the committee 
voted against the advice of CDC planning officers and Highways England to refuse the application . The 
Chairman recorded that Cllr Oakley had done a brilliant job of raising all the relevant issues which the PC 
representatives could not raise within the 3 minutes allowed for their representations. A vote of thanks 
was expressed to Cllr Oakley for his excellent presentation and the Clerk was asked to write to him. The 
Council’s traffic consultant G. Bellamy was unable to speak because both the Chairman, as “the 
applicant”, and he, considered as “agent”, were not both permitted to speak.  He attended the meeting 
and will not be submitting charges associated with it. The Chairman met with him afterwards. OPC will 
need him to submit a case to the S/ST for which we have agreed to pay him.  Cllr Wilkinson suggested he 
be asked to go through the HE report and prepare a statement as part of that case.  The S/ST has to make 
a decision within 21 days under this new arbitration procedure. The Chairman read out a draft letter to 
Andrew Tyrie MP, which was approved by the Council and but it was agreed to seek a meeting jointly 
with Mr Tyrie and Cllr Oakley. Clerk to send the revised letter. Individuals can write to the S/ST to correct 
inaccuracies.  CDC have been asked to inform OPC when the submission is made to the S/ST.  
e) To agree OPC comments submitted on A27 Chichester Bypass Improvement Options:   
It was reported that the timescale had not allowed for OPC to hold a public meeting for  residents to 
express their views and that HE had refused to hold a public consultation event in the parish. WSCC is 
submitting a collective response for all PCs. 
After discussion Cllr Smith proposed, Cllr Southern seconded and it was agreed unanimously that the 
Council respond to the A27 by pass consultation that none of the current five options are acceptable, 
that a further consultation is required with the northern routes on the table, and that proper 
consultation is needed with all the parishes involved – ie a two-way dialogue and public consultation 
events in all the affected parishes. Points raised were the need for a long term, holistic solution rather 
than a bandage, 4 years of disruption during building works and continued future disruption during 
maintenance, the continued need for through traffic to slow down for roundabouts and traffic lights, the 
benefit offered by separation of local traffic from the 42% through traffic by using a northern route, that 
the Oving Traffic Lights could remain open and that a northern route would benefit a substantial majority 
of residents, 28K in the south compared to 4K residents for the on-line options. Letter to be sent by Clerk 
before 22nd September deadline to be copied to Graeme Barrett.    
f) Cllr Wilkinson reported that the revised Winter Plan is now complete and he was updating the 
Emergency Plan, which would be circulated when finished. 
g) Cllr Wilkinson reported that he had received conflicting messages from BT Openreach, whose MD says 
high speed broadband could be installed by the end of this year and BDUK who say Feb 2017. Thanks  
were expressed to Cllr Wilkinson for his work on this. 
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8 Noting of correspondence received for action or comment since 19th May 2016  

 
The list of correspondence circulated was noted.   

 
 
 

9 Employment Matters:  

 a) To confirm the appointment of Ruth Palmer as the new Clerk from 1st October 2016 and agree 
payments to both clerks for work done in September. The appointment was noted and the terms 
agreed.  It was proposed by Cllr  Wright  and seconded by Cllr Wilkinson  that the Council’s bank be 
requested to give the new clerk Third Party authorisation to access the accounts.   It was further agreed 
that the Council pay both clerks for their work during September, splitting the usual hours between them 
in proportion to those actually worked with additional hours for the new clerk’s training.   
b) To approve grievance and disciplinary procedures: It was proposed by Cllr Wilkinson and seconded by 
Cllr Marston that the draft policies and procedures circulated (based on the 2016 NALC model) be 
approved. This was agreed.  It was recommended that Oving Jubilee Hall consider adopting a similar 
document.    

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
MW 
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Finance (can’t change format of following to save space & get it all on 3 pages)  

a. To consider the budget control statement. The clerk drew attention to the following:  
HMRC had not yet responded to the request to investigate the non-payment of the 
Council’s £1,100.67 2015/16 VAT reclaim, for which a BACS transfer notification had 
been received. The funds were not yet credited to the account. The Council agreed 
that a signed for letter be sent.  
The lengthy delay in installation of the VAS was noted: The Highway’s contact, Joel 
Sykes, had left WSCC and another staff member was helpfully trying to progress it. 
The New Homes Bonus grant money has been received from Chichester DC. Queries 
over site ownership had been raised, which was understood to be owned by WSCC. 
(Note: This was confirmed by WSCC on 16.9.16). The Chairman reported that the visit 
to agree and mark the site in Feb 2016 indicated that the only remaining item was 
for WSCC to check the electrical and other services at that location. WSCC had now 
indicated public notices may need to be displayed. It was hoped that the consultation 
held with nearby residents and the Annual Parish meeting would be sufficient.   
CDC had notified the Council that the second tranche of the precept had been paid 
and this was now showing in the bank account subsequent to the statement issued 
with the meeting papers.  
It was agreed that Duncan Marston be added as a signatory to the Council’s bank 
accounts. 

b. To approve the schedule of payments: Cllr Smith proposed and Cllr Wilkinson 
seconded that the schedule be approved. This was agreed. 

c. To consider an application for a grant of £250 to Oving Community Watch:  Cllr 
Smith explained that this would cover public liability insurance, food handling 
training and Disclosure and Barring Service checking for the committee and 
volunteers. It was noted that Hyde Martlett had now withdrawn all future 
sponsorships. Cllr Wilkinson proposed and Cllr Marston seconded that this be 
approved and this was agreed.  
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11 To consider Planning applications and note decisions received since 8th September 2016   

 An extension to 25th October had been sought for the two applications received on 14th September.   
 

12 Date of Next meeting  

 The next OPC meeting was confirmed as Thursday 17th November . 

The next Planning Committee Meeting(s) will be on Thursday 20th October 2016, Thursday 10th 
November (if required) and Thursday 15th December 2016. All meetings start at 6.45pm. 
 

 

The meeting closed at 9.40pm 
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Signed:  Date:   

 Chairman 


