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OVING PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of meeting held on Thursday 18th January 2018 in Oving Jubilee Hall. 

Present: Chairman Cllr. S. Schuyleman, Cllr. L. Smith, Cllr. A. Wilkinson, Cllr. M. Wright, Cllr. P. Guest, Cllr. F. van der Wetering 
de Rooy, Cllr. R. Hague, Miss R. Palmer (Clerk), District Cllr. C. Page and County Cllr. S. Oakley.  There were three members of 
the public present. 

1 Apologies for absence Action 

 The meeting started at 6.45pm.  Apologies were received from Cllr. D. Marston.  This apology was accepted.    

2 Declarations of Interest under the Code of Conduct.  

Cllr. R. Hague declared an interest in the decision of item 12b of the agenda. He also noted the request to re-
open the twitten from Marlpit Lane to Tangmere road as his land adjoins this route.  
Cllr. M. Wright declared an interest in item 5 on the village hall, as secretary of the Village Hall Management 
Committee. 

 

3 Issues raised by members of the public for discussion with Council Members (up to 15 minutes).  

David Kay, MD of Hall Hunter Partnership (DK) advised OPC that he now has the specification for the Colworth 
Lane passing places which he believes are now agreed with WSCC.  DK advised that they have already completed 
works to create two passing places by the access to two fields in the lane and that further works had been 
carried out to clear more ditches.  DK confirmed that HHP have identified a contractor (PSM) who is available to 
do the work at same time that the road is closed for the Operation Watershed works. The Clerk was asked to 
send Operation Watershed specifications to David Kay.  DK expressed his concern about the Tarmac finish 
detailed in the specification insisted on by WSCC suggesting that this could alter the urban look of the lane.  DK 
expressed his concern about the mid-section of the lane as a dip in middle of the lane makes it difficult for water 
to run off.  DK also expressed concern that digging to 400mm, which is the depth detailed in the specification, 
could undermine existing lane construction.   
 
A member of the public raised the ongoing concern about the north section of Woodhorn Lane, suggesting that 
the lane was now a danger to both motorist and cyclists. The Chairman (SS) noted that a road closure was 
planned from 5th March 2018 for 2 days to carry out repair works and that all residents along this lane had been 
advised of this. 
 
A second member of the public endorsed the concern about the damage to the north section of Woodhorn Lane 
adding that that a lot of the damage is likely to have been caused by the numerous skip lorries and heavy lorries 
collecting waste that use the lane regularly, thereby contravening the planning regulations when the Company 
was first set up. SS advised the company has recently been sold or changed its name to Hello Skips and that the 
Parish Council objected to the recent request for a licence to operate heavy vehicles however the objection was 
not accepted as a Parish Council is unable to object to this type of application.  SS replied that, as the licence 
application has yet to be decided, the Parish Council is not in the position to challenge the Company however 
noted that the Parish Council might become involved if, and when, a licence has been granted, to confirm that 
the original conditions imposed by WSCC were still being monitored by them and the Environment Agency. 
 
Another member of the public then asked the Parish Council to consider pro-active support of the re-opening of 
the twitten connecting Marlpit Lane to Tangmere Road.  This member of the public expressed concern that, 
whilst it is clearly the responsibility of WSCC to clear the twitten, it is unlikely that they will consider it a priority 
action so asked the Parish Council to support a proposed joint venture, as detailed in emails from County Cllr. S. 
Oakley, to achieve the work required by applying for funding from WSCC Highways and CDC’s New Homes 
Bonus Funds. This member of the public expressed belief that the twitten would be used, not just by cyclists, but 
also by wheelchair users and walkers connecting the village of Oving with Woodpecker Nursery, the Kestrels 
block of flats and the business centre at the end of the twitten and possibly any future bus stops on the 
Tangmere road, so establishing an additional route into Chichester.  This member of the public agreed to assist 
with applying for grants and Cllr. Hague (RH) offered his support to future meetings/work required by the Parish 
Council. The Chairman (SS) advised that it was not possible to vote on this motion as it had not been on the 
agenda for the meeting but that it would remain an issue open to discussion at a future meeting.  

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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4 Report from District Councillor and County Councillor (if required).  

County Cllr. S. Oakley (SO) advised that the council tax increases and revenue budgets for 2018 will shortly be 

determined which, at a recent Finance Select Committee meeting, were suggested to be 2% increase in adult 

social care and 2.95% increase for general purposes, which includes an additional 1% central government 
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increase for general purposes.  SO reported that the cumulative effect will be significant, nameing the ageing 

population growth and the increasing need for Children Services plus Mental Health as contributing factors 

which central government are not covering.   

 

SO advised that the school place planning 2018 booklet is about to be sent out. 

 

SO requested that OPC add its support to the concerns of residents about the issues associated with the skip 

lorry company at Oakham Farm to WSCC, in particular the height of the stock piles and burning of waste.  SO 

advised that planning permission and conditions go with the land and not the Company that does not appear to 

be adhering to their legal requirements. 

 

SO asked OPC to consider full support of the reinstatement and upgrading of the twitten from Marlpit Lane to 

Tangmere Road, advising that OPC’s support would help with the scoring process that could see this work 

funded by WSCC adding that OPC should also consider applying for funding through the New Homes Bonus 

Scheme.  The Chairman responded, advising that any OPC funding of the twitten would have to be considered in 

conjunction with items listed in the Parish Plan.  

 

SO raised his concern about the drainage at the junction of Woodhorn Lane north and Church Lane.  SO advised 

that highways have cleared the culvert that runs under the junction but felt that this would only fix the issue 

temporarily and that the ditches both up and down stream are continuing to block so throughput of the entire 

system is deteriorating and likely to cause damage to properties in the short to medium term. 

 

District Cllr. C. Page (CP) asked SO for an update on BAB27.  SO advised that a consultant has been appointed to 

assist with process and that Highways England (HE) have given a deadline of May 2018.  SO confirmed that the 

next full BABA27 meeting is expected to be In early February 2018 when discussions are expected to start to 

scope out what is required. HE had advised that they want the A27 to become an expressway by 2040. 

 

CP advised that he is currently trying to get the support of more District Councillors before progressing further 

his suggestion for the installation of yellow boxes on A27 to aid the flow of traffic. CP also mentioned the 

problems with the pedestrian traffic lights at the Stockbridge roundabout during the work to replace the bridge 

there. 

 

CP advised of several other issues he has been involved with in adjacent parishes.  

 

 

 

5 Urgent items (not on the Agenda but to be discussed at the discretion of the Chairman, noted or included on a 
future Agenda). 

 

The Chairman (SS) presented a letter received from Eileen Saunders (Oving Jubilee Hall) regarding areas of the 
hall which require urgent repair/improvements.  The letter had been forwarded to all Councillors prior to the 
meeting.  The three principal areas were noted as water ingress through a set of fire doors at the back of the 
hall, several rotten window ledges and barge boards in the porch and the installation of a fenced area at the 
back of the hall as a safe area for children when the hall is rented out for private functions.  The letter concluded 
the total expenditure to be from £8800 to £11,550 plus VAT.  All Councillors present discussed the matter and 
there was support for providing funding from the grant received last year from the Solar Farms as this was an 
appropriate community project.  SS advised that, as this item was not on the agenda, it was not possible to put 
it to a vote.  The Clerk was asked to write to Eileen Saunders to establish how quickly the Council’s response is 
needed and if necessary an extraordinary meeting of OPC could be called. 
 
Cllr. Hague asked whether a Parish Council representative as governor should be allocated to March School and 
if this could be added to a future agenda as he was prepared to volunteer to take this position.  Cllr. Smith 
added her support for this to be added to the next agenda. 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 

7 Approval of minutes (available at www.ovingcommunity.org.uk) and review of actions:  

 a) Parish Council meeting held on 16th November 2017. 
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 16th November 2017 were unanimously approved 

 

http://www.ovingcommunity.org.uk/
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and signed by the Chairman as a true copy.  All actions have been carried out.  

8 Reports and recommendations from working parties and other organisations:    

 a) Oving Youth Club – Cllr. L. Smith. 
Cllr. Smith (LS) advised that attendees continue to increase in numbers with everyone continuing to be 
very enthusiastic. LS advised that, following the recent theft from the Youth Club, she is currently 
working to ensure that all procedures are up to date to avoid such a situation arising again. 

b) Website Working Group – Cllr. M. Wright. 
Cllr. Wright (MW) informed the Council that, due to changes in his workload, Paul Southern is no 
longer able to pro-actively support this working group but that he is still able to spend some time 
reviewing and commenting on anything that the working group provide.  MW advised that Paul 
Southern was yet to comment on her recent website proposal which has been sent to Councillors.  MW 
informed the Council that she has begun work with Sophie Martins to take ownership of the domain.  
Cllr. Wilkinson asked if it would be possible to incorporate mass mailing into the new website.  MW 
replied that any mass mailing would be dependent upon the rules of GDPR and that she would report 
her understanding of this following her GDPR SSALC meeting on 6th February 2018. 

c) Parish Plan action - Traffic Calming – Cllr. S. Schuyleman, The Chairman. 
The chairman (SS) reported that, following a meeting with Paul Kopecek, Chris Dye and Mike Dare on 
4th January, it was decided to concentrate on traffic calming measures which can be approved by West 
Sussex Highways directly. These consist of gates with signage to be placed at the entrance and exits of 
Oving village and Merston village and red tarmac strips incorporating SLOW signage at these locations.   
SS advised that the group also considered SIDS (speed indicator devices which record time, date and 
speed) but that these are expensive to purchase (circa £2800 per device excluding batteries) and 
require a significant amount of work to replace battery packs every two weeks and move the devices 
around the Parish every four weeks, which is a requirement when installing them. Councillors were 
sceptical that we needed SIDS as it would be difficult to find volunteers prepared to charge and move 
them. SS advised that he would investigate further before sending a proposal document and maps to 
Chris Dye for comment. 

d) Parish Plan action - Recreation Ground – Cllr. D. Marston. 
The Chairman (SS) reported on the progress of the improvements to the recreation ground on behalf of 
Cllr. Marston (DM).  SS showed the Councillors present maps and images of the proposed 
improvements to the recreation ground.  The plan showed a community garden between the existing 
playground and the houses in Highfield Lane and a second playground area on the other side of the 
existing playground.  SS explained that the proposed new playground area would consist of a wooden 
trail of equipment aimed at 5-14-year olds which could be set into grass and would not require a base 
of rubber matting.  A large swing and a bench were also being considered.  Councillors comments and 
suggestions should be sent to DM before a playground equipment Company is due to meet him on site 
at the end of February to progress this proposal. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ALL 
 

8 To note the passing of former District Cllr. P. Jarvis.   
The Chairman advised Councillors that former District Cllr. P. Jarvis died peacefully at home on 10th December 
2017.  The Clerk had sent a card of condolence from present and past Councillors of OPC.  The Chairman had 
attended the funeral on behalf of OPC which was held on 21st December 2017.   

 

9 To adopt the revised Standing Order and Financial Regulations dated January 2018. 
Cllr. Hague proposed and Cllr. Wilkinson seconded to adopt the revised Standing Orders and Financial 
Regulations dated January 2018.  All Councillors present were in favour. Cllr. Wilkinson asked whether the Parish 
Council had an indemnity to protect the individual Councillors should an error arise.  The Clerk was asked to 
check what are the personal liabilities of the Councillors. 

 
 
 
Clerk 

10 Noting of correspondence received since 10th November 2017.  

 The list of correspondence circulated was noted with the following points raised.  Cllr. Wilkinson asked if the 

letter sent to CDC regarding the Parish Boundaries in respect of Shopwyke could be reviewed at a future 

meeting. No response has been received and it was agreed that a further letter will be agreed at the next 

meeting. Cllr. Wilkinson asked Cllr. Smith if the email and letters from Nicole Shaw had been dealt with.  Cllr. 

Smith confirmed that the matter had been handed over to Community Watch who had advised Ms Shaw 

accordingly and that all documents relating to this matter had been handed to the Clerk to file. 

 

11 Finance:  
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 a) To consider the budget control statement.   

The budget control statement was considered and approved. 

b) To review the bank accounts and reconciliation of balances. 
The bank accounts and reconciliation of balances were considered and approved. 

c) To approve the schedule of payments totalling £3623.80. 

The schedule of payments, totalling £3623.80, was considered, approved and signed by The Chairman 

as accurate. 

d) To approve payment for cutting back overgrown areas of the Recreation Ground. 
Cllr. F. van der Wettering de Rooy advised the Council that a gardener has now been selected to cut 
back foliage and brambles in a corner of the recreation ground which was causing damage to two 
privately owned fences and asked the Parish Council to agree to spend up to £300 to complete this 
work as soon as possible.  The motion was proposed by Cllr. Wright and seconded by Cllr. Hague.  All 
Councillors present supported the motion. 

e) To note the status of the Solar Farms community grants. 
The Clerk advised the Parish Council that the current owners of the Solar Farms have now been 
identified as Meadow Blue Community Energy and Greencoat Capital.  The Clerk has written to both 
Companies to request payment of the grants owed for 2017.   The Clerk advised that Low carbon, who 
are the asset managers for Greencoat, are in the process of organising payment, but that Meadow Blue 
Community Energy had asked for further information prior to making payment.  The Chairman and Cllr. 
Wilkinson (AW) agreed to look at the email prior to any response being sent. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chair 
AW 

12 Planning:  

 a) To note the Minutes of the Planning meeting held on 14th December 2017.   
The minutes were noted. 

b) Planning applications and decisions received since 14th December 2017.   
No applications had been received. 
The Chairman expressed his surprise that the application O/17/01982/ELD from Cllr Hague as agent on 
behalf of his sister Carley Kustosz had been refused permission.  The Parish Council had supported this 
application to incorporate land into the gardens of several houses. It is likely that this will go to appeal. 

c) To note the decision on the Oakham Farm appeal. 
The Chairman advised the Parish Council that Oakham Farm’s appeal had been refused. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

13 Next Meetings: 
Planning Committee meeting will be held on Thursday 22nd February 2018.   

OPC Full Council meeting will be held on Thursday 22nd March 2018.   

All meetings will start at 6.45pm. 

 
 
 
 

The meeting closed at 9.30pm. 

Signed:  Date:   

 Chairman 


